
handling training for deck officer cadets.

Over the years she a so served in

some extTa-curricula roles: she was

the radio rclay escor! ship forthe

Sydney to Hobart yacht races, an

escort vessel for the Tall Shlps' visit to

Sydney, the Spectator Craft Control

Centre forthe 1988 America's Cup,

and a train ng vessel for Royal

Australian Navy rccrufts. BLt perhaps

heT most glamofous role was servlnS

a5 the Bicentenn al NewYears Eve

parb/ platform n Sydney Habourfor

lamie Packe[ his fami]y and friends.

Amongthe guests of honour that

night were Nicoe Kidman and her

then husband,Tom Cruise. Long

serv ng bonrn,lYax Cassidy was ucky

enough to receive a kiss on the cheek

from N cole to celebrate the dawning

ofthe new m llenn um.

However the conundrum of rsing

costs and reduced funding utimatey
' led to the Australian lYaritime College's

: reluctant decision to part with her

and pace more train ng emphasis on
: its leading edge marine simu ation

fac lities, considered to be a more cost

effective tmining medium. On 29 J!ne
2004, almost exact y 25 years to the

day she was purchased, the ALrstrallan

l',laritime College concluded the sale

with her new and present owners.

Classic enthusiasts with a trained

eye can cearly see the sirn larties in

detail between this vessel and the

former Ro)?l Yacht, and she may

ndeed be the ast remaining part

sistership to Eritonn;d.The Ro)alYacht,

like thls vessel, was built in | 952, also

in Glasgow and shares numerous

s milarities in desgn and ntegritl

Wyuno is 64m in length ove|?l with a

bearn of less than l2m. Bu lt to Lloyd s

Ll"]C, she had a stagger ng 23,500nm

range when original y commissioned.

The Austnlian office of construction,

reft and yacht management company

S!perYachtTechnologies has recently

re eased p ans to covert WYund nto

a luxury yacht for clients (see

rendering below left). Earlier in the

year fo lowing a feasibility studx the

company identified the vessel as being

in rcmarkable conditon for its age.

Her size and propodions were jLrst

right to wamnt a fu I conversion to

a class c luxury motor yacht.Tony

Hashfeld, managing director ofthe

group, says that the vesseL has been

in continuous service forthe first 52

years of her life and so much ofthe

vessel is stil n its origina form that

she is a restorers delightThe companys

brief at th s stage is to rctain as much

character as is practical but to oveday

the modern comforts and th nking

oftoday's large )achts, Having spent

sometime on board the vesse during

the survey phase,Tony reported that
'it look like we have come across an

exceptlonal vessel which our c ient has

asked us to take care of and help

decde the vessel's future.There is no

budget and the beneficiaries ofthe

vesse preferto be kept private and

out ofthe limelighti

Capable of glabal cruising, the

re-design wil r p out the three Eng ish

Electric 4B9kW ptopulsion unts that

drive Iro shafu. Each ofthese orig nal

engines have been in servce for over

| 10,000 hours. DespLte the fact that

they n ll get stafted regularly, they

use a very high DC voltage and are

Far left! uryqnr at present

Above: l/l4/a,rra as a pilot vessel in

Melboume in 1952

Rightr the original engine rcom

with its three English Electric

Plopulsion unils

considercd probably a ittle too
'sparlg' forthe modern day engineer;

to say noth ng of a ittle dangerous if

not handled correctly New propulsion

wil be nsta led to attaln a cruising

speed of belreen 16 and I knots.

The vesse has the internalvolume for

the owners to achieve a lot in terms

of facilities and comfoit. The reftt wi I

create accommodation for uP to 18

guests and lnterior plans inc ude a ful-

beam indoor swimming pool and

gzmnasium.The design wlll also alow

for an owners' apartment with its own

priwte balcony deck a more

appealing option for an ownerwho

wants to stay on board for extended

periods than the traditional layout

found on many oftoday's large yachis.

Up to four classic craft will be

positioned on deckwhile the service

c|?ft will be p aced on the deck below

The budget for restoration has

been set at between US$25 and 35

milion, depending on whether the

vessel is to be restored for charter or

prlvate use.There are currently two

very diflerent design optons - the

classic, s mple and purist option s

alongthe ines originally proposed by

nava architects in | 950. As the

owneds rcpresentatives, SuperYacht

Technologies has been instructed

to detailthe design plans and look

at both options including a ful

conversion with the intenton of

selling the vessel on.The company

has been entrLrsted with advising

the owners as the projed deve ops.

lfa suitable purchaser s found who

ls interested in completely restorLng

Wyuno as a pr vate yacht, then it will

be considered, otherwise, the present

owners will contlnue with the project.

Reconstruction work ls expeded to

be completed in Austraia,which has

allthe necessary resources and skil

base to rebuild the vessel. Howevei

given that she can move under her

own power the company are also

looking atAsia as an optlon.Three

months have been allocated to the

rc design and tendering phase and

then, depending on the overall

requirements, the target of two years

has been set forthe rebu lding phase,

with a proposed delivery in 2009,

Contdct SuperYachtTechno ogles

Group, Sanctuary Co\€, l''lasthead

Drive, PO Box 428,

Queensland 42 | 2,Australia

TeL+61 (0)7 55 48222,

Fax+6 (0) 755148822

E mail: tony@:uper';achts.com.au

\ y'eb: wwwsuper-yachts.com.au MH
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